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Easier Direct integration with eDirectory without having to implement a 
separate RADIUS infrastructure. This saves the time/money of buying (hardware 
and software licenses), implementing, and performing maintenance on RADIUS 
servers. 
 

Xirrus: Why is this important to you? While Aerohive may support this for 
eDirectory, direct integration on each AP/Array with directory services it is 
not a design practice that we would recommend. Placing directory 
integration on every AP or Array creates many more entry points into the 
directory service of the organization, thus significantly increasing the 
potential security threat to the network with many more elements that 
could be potentially compromised. Xirrus Arrays integrate with external 
RADIUS server(s) to centrally perform this function. 

Aerohive: Actually it's a fantastic design practice as it cuts costs:  

1) cost of RADIUS servers 
2) cost of RADIUS software 
3) cost of RADIUS server and software maintenance  

Distributing RADIUS to each node distributes load, removes single 
points of failure in the network, removes the need for additional 
servers at branch offices, lowers costs, and removes the possibility 
of configuration errors (everything is configured by the same 
management system).   

Xirrus security argument doesn't hold up as each AP securely 
authenticates to Active Directory just as a user would, using 
Kerberos (unbreakable authentication), and Aerohive's APs encrypt 
everything on the AP including files on flash in case they are stolen.   
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2. TeacherView is a free application embedded into our infrastructure that 
allows constructive (instead of disruptive) implementation of technology (e.g. 
iPads) into the classroom whereby teachers can control classroom connectivity. 
The follow-on to TeacherView is StudentManager whereby there will be 
integration with Student Information Systems (SIS) such as Pearson’s 
PowerSchool and many others. 
 

Xirrus: Yes, TeacherView is a nice application, but we have not seen a 
broad need for something like this from our deployments.  Teachers 
would rather not have to worry about or tinker with the Wi-Fi network – 
they just want it to work!  By designing the Wi-Fi network right from the 
beginning, starting with an active site survey, Xirrus deployments in 
schools do not need this type of application because the Wi-Fi network 
just works.  While this may be a nice application, distributing control of 
wireless network resources across an entire team of non-technical 
teachers can create issues when troubleshooting the network because of 
the de-centralization of control. Since wireless resources are shared 
among classrooms and teachers (unlike wired ports), changes may 
inadvertently affect other classrooms as well. Xirrus provides similar 
functionality to TeacherView features centrally in the XMS geared towards 
use by IT personnel. 

Aerohive: We think it's a nice application too, and we're seeing 
broad adoption.  In fact, we've just launched StudentManager, a 
robust new version of TeacherView that hooks into systems like 
PowerSchool to automate the class configuration process and to 
automate taking attendance.  Teachers deal with the problem of 
introducing technology (e.g. tablets and netbooks) into the 
classroom can usually cause more problems than it offers solutions.  
It's not just about "does it work?" as that is expected from any 
vendor, but it's also about "how do I control connectivity to specific 
resources dynamically?" and "how can I see what every student is 
doing from one place?"  TeacherView and StudentManager solve 
these problems, and this is driving adoption of Aerohive's platform 
within the education market in a huge way. Allowing teachers to 
control their classrooms and to seamlessly troubleshoot and repair 
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connectivity rather than constantly contacting technical support, 
which is always in extremely limited supply, means more education 
and less technology disruption.  When a teacher makes a change to 
the dynamic firewall rules for the students in his/her class, that in no 
way affects students in other classrooms.  This shows that Xirrus 
doesn’t understand how the TeacherView application works or its 
usefulness within a school.  Xirrus’s XMS is a network management 
system similar to HiveManager, which is not appropriate for 
teachers.  TeacherView is an application appropriate for non-
technical operators that need to dynamically control network 
access for a small group of users. 

 
  (Walk-through http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBJbZBjglAo

over PPT) 
 

  (Live walk-http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFeGPRFBXNI
through) 
 

  



11 Things Aerohive Can Do That Xirrus Can Not Do 

	  

Confidential 6/18/11 Page 4 

3. Private Preshared Key (PPSK) functionality that allows such features as 
secure guest access, secure access for VoWiFi phones, and secure access for 
other devices that do not support 802.1X/EAP. PSK is not secure. 
 

Xirrus: PPSK is essentially a proprietary security mechanism promoted by 
Aerohive. It provides unique PSKs per user, but is a compromise 
compared to full 802.1x authentication (WPA2 Enterprise) which is 
considered best practice for implementing Wi-Fi security today. Most 
devices support WPA2 Enterprise today, including laptops, tablets, 
smartphones, etc. PPSK requires managing unique passphrases per user 
which is more complex than standard WPA2 Personal using a single PSK. 
And PPSK does not automatically rotate keys like WPA2 Enterprise. Xirrus 
recommends standards-based WPA2 Enterprise where possible, but also 
supports WPA2 Personal, WPA Enterprise and Personal, and WEP.*** 
 

Aerohive: PPSK isn’t “essentially a proprietary security mechanism”, 
but rather it’s ACTUALLY a proprietary security mechanism 
promoted by Aerohive.  It’s a completely unique mechanism that 
allows up to 9999 users per user group and 512 user groups per 
HiveAP.  PPSK is simply WPA2-PSK, but every user can have their 
own PSK, eliminating the security problems that you have with 
standard PSK while giving you nearly the security of 802.1X/EAP.  
Aerohive supports a full Wi-Fi Alliance certified 802.1X/EAP 
implementation as well, but offers both PSK and PPSK as 
alternatives.  PPSK is great for secure guest access, for secure access 
when devices don’t support 802.1X/EAP (like many VoWiFi devices 
and scanners), and for when ease of use and user-based 
authentication are both mandatory.   
 
Managing PPSK is no different than managing PSK, as the entire 
process is automated.  PPSK uses WPA2-Enterprise, so it does rotate 
keys.  Xirrus’s response shows that they don’t understand 
Aerohive’s solution and would rather throw rocks at it than to 
innovate with their own product.  Aerohive recommends WPA2-
Enterprise where it makes sense, PPSK where it makes sense, and 
PSK almost never (though we still support it). 
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4. Spectrum Analysis. Aerohive has full spectrum analysis including real-time 
FFT, swept spectrogram, FFT Duty Cycle, and much more! Xirrus's "spectrum 
analyzer" is just a Netstumbler-like tool from 2003. The Xirrus implementation 
shows packets by channel – not un-modulated RF. It is NOT a spectrum analyzer. 
 

Xirrus: Aerohive’s spectrum analysis function relies on time slicing user 
servicing radios with the scanning time required to gather spectrum 
analysis data. A radio on the AP must dynamically switch off-channel at 
regular intervals to perform this function, reducing the user performance 
on the radio by 30% or more. The higher radio density of Xirrus Arrays 
(from 4-16 radios vs. 2 radios per Aerohive AP) enables a radio to be 
dedicated per Array to perform spectrum analysis, as well as IDS/IPS 
functionality, without compromising the performance to users. The Xirrus 
spectrum analyzer reports duty cycle, error rates, signal level, SNR, traffic 
activity, etc. 

 
Aerohive: Aerohive’s spectrum analysis function relies on time-
slicing in the same manner as Xirrus, Aruba, Motorola, or any other 
vendor, but the difference is that Aerohive has more radios doing it 
(every radio in every AP can do it on demand) whereas Xirrus can 
have one radio per array.  The loss of throughput on an access radio 
is minimal and only happens while the spectrum analysis is 
enabled, which is only during troubleshooting.  Xirrus’s “dedicated” 
radio doesn’t stay on the same channel, but rather scans channels in 
same way that Aerohive AP radios do.  If one or more dedicated APs 
for spectrum analysis is/are desired, that’s easily accommodated, 
and up to 10 radios can report spectrum information to 
HiveManager simultaneously, whereas only one can report at a time 
in Xirrus’s solution.   

 
Xirrus’s NetStumbler-like interface from 2003 is not spectrum 
analysis at all, but rather a channel scanner at best.   
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It doesn’t compare with the likes of Cisco, Aruba, Motorola, and 
Aerohive.  Aerohive's APs can perform NetStumbler-like tasks too, in 
multiple ways (in HiveManager & HiveManager Online, via direct 
protocol stream to Wireshark or CommView for Wi-Fi, or 
others)...that's easy stuff.  Spectrum analysis, with signature 
recognition and device location (both of which Aerohive can do 
and Xirrus cannot), on the other hand, is not easy stuff.  I see that 
Xirrus didn't mention that it was on their 2011 roadmap.   
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5. Aerohive's APs do device recognition, meaning that our APs can recognize 
an iPad, iPhone, iPod, MacBook Pro, Windows laptop, Android tablet, Blackberry 
phone, or anything else, and then apply policy based on any combination of 
user credentials, device type, time of day, day of week, AP, location, etc.  
 

Xirrus: Xirrus will support device and OS recognition and policy 
application in the imminent 5.1 release (July 2011). This feature can be 
demoed today if so desired. 
 

Aerohive:  Even if Xirrus’s system can recognize devices at some 
point in the future, their policy engine simply isn’t robust enough to 
do much with it.  Their feature set is very mid-market in comparison 
to full enterprise-class vendors like Cisco, Aruba, and Aerohive.  For 
example, pairing device recognition with both Captive Web Portal 
(CWP) and Directory Service (AD, eDir, OpenDir, LDAP) functionality 
allows personal devices to be differentiated while they can still be 
authenticated against the directory service to obtain a given set of 
credentials appropriate to the user and the device. That same 
device recognition functionality can be used with 802.1X/EAP to 
restrict or un-restrict a user’s access after the device is recognized 
based on their user credentials, their location, and the time/date. 

 
 
  



11 Things Aerohive Can Do That Xirrus Can Not Do 

	  

Confidential 6/18/11 Page 9 

6. Aerohive's APs build a dynamic mesh as well as do mesh and access on the 
same radio at the same time (even on both radios simultaneously if you like). 
This gives you best-path forwarding of data for maximum resilience and 
scalability and simple deployment under even the most tricky of conditions.  
 

Xirrus: Aerohive’s mesh implementation – similar to most all shared radio 
dynamic mesh schemes – will significantly reduce overall wireless 
network performance when enabled. When 1 of the 2 radios in each AP is 
enabled for mesh, ALL APs participating in that mesh must share the 
SAME channel, significantly reducing performance as traffic hops between 
multiple APs to get to the wired uplink. These mesh links must share 
bandwidth with servicing users themselves since the same radio is used 
for both. Xirrus mesh leverages the higher radio density of the Arrays to 
create dedicated mesh links between Arrays. These links do not share 
bandwidth with users which operate on completely separate radios.  
Xirrus mesh support is not dynamic today – this is a 2011 road map item. 
However static WDS links are not very complicated to set up. 

 
Aerohive: Aerohive’s system has the flexibility to be configured for mesh, 
but that doesn’t mean that the system is required to be configured in this 
manner. Both radios can be access only, both radios can provide mesh 
and access, one radio can provide access while the other is providing 
mesh, or one radio can provide access while the other is providing mesh 
and access.  Very flexible.  When Xirrus radios are configured for mesh, it 
can only be configured in a specific direction because the antennas are 
directional.  That’s just silly.  Aerohive’s radios can be configured to be 
mesh-backhaul only (no client access) in the same manner described by 
Xirrus if that’s the way you want to configure your network.  The bottom 
line is that Aerohive offers more configuration options (including the 
same option described by Xirrus), hence more system design flexibility 
and resilience. 

 
Aerohive's mesh is native and dynamic, meaning it works out of the box 
without configuration.   The complexity of how the arrays must be spun in 
order to form this static mesh is unbelievable.  Xirrus's mesh is not 
dynamic, but rather must be statically configured on each array separately 
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and is horribly complex and non-resilient.  It's the worst platform for mesh 
in the entire market today in fact. 
 
They say "not very complicated to set up".  Think about what an array 
network looks like, then try to picture how you're going to figure out how 
to build a set of mesh links through that mess...and how long it's going to 
take to build a static tree of mesh links for full resilience.  In a word: 
forever...or maybe never. 
 
Xirrus didn't do their homework.  Aiming is very difficult unless you only 
deploy XN4 units everywhere, and that's Xirrus' most expensive unit on a 
"per radio" basis. 

 
Another 2011 roadmap item...that will never get here.  I remember when 
they published their 2010 roadmap, and they still haven't done half of 
those things.  They release new code annually, whereas most vendors 
release one major release per quarter and 1-2 minor releases per quarter 
to keep up with bug fixes and feature releases.  Xirrus is always far behind 
on features and bug fixes. 
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7. HiveManager Online (HMOL) is Aerohive's hosted management system in 
the cloud. While you may or may not opt for this management platform (I highly 
suggest it), it offers an amazing price point and ubiquity of management access 
(available from anywhere). It's completely plug-n-play, completely secure, and 
we have redundant data centers outside of the US (Ireland and Singapore) for 
your convenience and policy requirements. 
 

Xirrus: Outsourcing the management to the cloud places a reliance on the 
WAN connection and the cloud vendor to support management of your 
internal IT resources, not a model typical with wired network equipment 
that you currently use and manage. Aerohive’s cloud management option 
is quite expensive - $110 per year per AP for the service plus $55 per year 
per AP for Support on top of that. Since it is outsourced, you will certainly 
want to buy the Support. Add up the costs – an Aerohive implementation 
will certainly cost more to manage and Support over time compared to 
Xirrus. We offer an embedded Linux appliance for management which 
comes pre-installed and configured for automatic Xirrus network 
discovery and management – set up and maintenance on it is very easy. 

 
Cloud-based management services speaks to Aerohive’s SMB market 
focus. They may work for smaller customers, but at $110 per AP per year, 
the costs add up quickly for larger customers. Xirrus XMS works perfectly 
well used as a cloud-based management service owned by the customer 
and managing multiple remote sites from a single location.   

 
Aerohive: It’s really astounding how little Xirrus knows about 
Aerohive’s solution and what’s going on in the market today.  Cisco, 
Aruba, Motorola, Aerohive, Bluesocket, Enterasys, Meraki, and 
others, from large enterprise to mid-market, have announced that 
cloud is part of their management system strategy.  Aerohive is the 
only vendor that currently offers both on-premise (private cloud) 
management solutions and hosted (public cloud) management 
solutions.  Xirrus is throwing rocks at this because they don’t have a 
solution for this.  Leveraging the cloud for management is about 
changing the expense model from CAPEX to OPEX (as an option) 
and about having ubiquitous, highly-available management. 
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Cloud-based management is not only typical, but it’s completely 
taking over.  Note Apple’s iCloud initiative.  Xirrus is quoting out-of-
date list pricing that’s not reality.  Aerohive offers an on-premise 
appliance as well, and in addition, an on-premise VMware software 
option that is very popular.  Still, many customers choose HMOL 
because of its many advantages, including low cost an inclusive 
support. 
 
It’s funny that Xirrus would say that cloud-based management 
services are mid-market because Cisco and Motorola both just 
announced that their largest controllers, the Flex 7500 (Cisco) and 
NX9000 (Motorola), are cloud controllers for the large distributed 
enterprise, and those are direct competitors to HMOL.  Aerohive has 
at least 3X the enterprise features of Xirrus, so for them to refer to us 
as mid-market is silly.  XMS isn’t a multi-tenant, cloud-based 
management system, but rather a WNMS.  The person who wrote 
that obviously knows nothing about cloud-based solutions. 
 
Xirrus has no equivalent to Aerohive's HiveManager Online (HMOL) 
for customers looking for instant deployment with minimal out-of-
pocket for management and ubiquitous geographic access to 
management.  HiveManager Online is extremely popular among 
distributed enterprises, SMBs, and of course within the education 
market, as it's extremely cost effective and plug-n-play. 
 
Ex-Xirrus engineers tell us that in most cases customers and Xirrus 
support engineers have to manage and troubleshoot Xirrus 
networks directly from each array because their XMS solution is 
basically worthless.  Just as a word of caution, I wouldn't take 
Xirrus's word for how well their XMS works until I saw it in action.   
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8. Dynamic Airtime Scheduling with SLA. Xirrus openly admits that they don't 
do airtime fairness (we call it airtime scheduling), and this is the most important 
feature in all of Wi-Fi. Any "enterprise Wi-Fi" vendor nowadays should have this 
feature. Aerohive pioneered in this area by building automatic mechanisms on 
top of the airtime scheduling mechanism to allocate airtime to underperforming 
clients (called Airtime Boost) allowing application of SLAs to individual users, 
devices, or groups of users or devices. This feature is unique to Aerohive.   
http://www2.aerohive.com/WP-airtime 
http://www2.aerohive.com/WP-SLA 
 

Xirrus: Since Aerohive APs have only 2 radios per device, they spend 
additional effort to extract performance out of individual radios with 
schemes such as Dynamic Airtime Scheduling. Xirrus’ tests of Aerohive 
and other vendors shows that these types of implementations can 
improve radio performance by 15-20% for incremental improvement. 
However with more radios per device, Xirrus networks can scale to much 
greater capacity than Aerohive or other 2 radio vendors. More radios in 
the air = more bandwidth to clients = better user experience. By fully 
leveraging the available RF spectrum for Wi-Fi, Xirrus is able to provide 
better performance overall. In addition, the directional antennas on Xirrus 
Arrays improve the performance of clients connected to an Array vs. an AP 
at a given distance due to increased signal level and better interference 
rejection. 

 
Aerohive claims to boot 802.11n performance by up to 10x. This type of 
gain is highly questionable and likely only under very specific burst mode 
conditions with small numbers of clients. Any gains that actually are 
achieved by the 11n clients is offset by a loss for the 11a/g clients. 
Aerohive is not squeezing any more bandwidth out of the radios but just 
shuffling it around.  DAS actually slows down 11a/g clients which make up 
a majority of Wi-Fi clients today. Aerohive is doing the same thing ATM 
and Meru did: trying to control limited bandwidth. Xirrus addresses this by 
providing more radios and hence greater throughput per device. 
 
Ask Aerohive to demo how they do DAS. The presence of an 802.11b or 
11g client will slow down the performance of an 802.11n client on the 
same radio, and similar with 802.11a and 802.11n. There is no way around 
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this. Their scheduling algorithm can improve the total performance, but 
they cannot defeat the fact that 11b is nominally 12X slower than 11n in 
2.4GHz and hence takes up 12X the air time to communicate. Again, 
scheduling can make incremental improvements but providing more 
active radios for the clients to communicate over will always prove to 
provide better performance. 

 
Aerohive: If there is more than a single client connected to a radio, 
then Dynamic Airtime Scheduling  (DAS) (also called Airtime 
Fairness) is extremely important – even for Xirrus!  This is why Meru, 
Aerohive, Aruba, Motorola, Bluesocket, Ruckus, and most other 
vendors have this mechanism.  It’s absolutely critical in getting the 
ROI you expect out of your 802.11n client devices.  DAS doesn’t 
“spend additional effort to extract performance”, but rather 
organizes and prioritizes access according to instantaneous data 
rate per client.  Xirrus’s claim that having more radios in the air gives 
better performance is dependent on whether those radios interfere 
with each other (as Xirrus’s radios do within their own arrays due to 
lack of isolation, which is extremely problematic).   
 
The optimal amount of radios should be used in any environment 
of course, with an airtime mechanism that allows each client that is 
connected to each radio to get the appropriate amount of 
throughput according to the number and data rate connectivity of 
other clients connected to that same radio.  Xirrus has this same 
issue, but they don’t address it, so this means that every client 
connected to a radio within their system gets exactly the same 
throughput regardless of its data rate.  On radio 4, a client 
connected at 300 Mbps and a client connected at 54 Mbps will have 
the same throughput in their system.   
 
Xirrus’s claim to scale to much greater densities than Aerohive (or 
anyone else for that matter) is completely false.  It’s all marketing 
and no delivery.  Xirrus centralizes RF, but doesn’t deliver more 
radios into a given physical space at all.  When they try to do that, 
their solution’s price skyrockets, making them non-competitive.  
Additionally, you can’t leverage spectrum that isn’t there.  For 



11 Things Aerohive Can Do That Xirrus Can Not Do 

	  

Confidential 6/18/11 Page 15 

example, in 2.4 GHz, there are only 3 non-overlapping channels, so 
with their 8, 12, and 16 radio arrays, they waste radios in 5 GHz that 
clients can’t use, that the customer pays for.  Most clients these days 
are 2.4GHz, and many are 2.4GHz-only.   
 
Since arrays have to be sparsely populated in order to keep cost 
down (they cost more than several 2-radio APs), clients are 
generally much further away from the array, decreasing 
performance of each client.  This is exacerbated by the fact that 
these slow clients can slow down the fast clients that are much 
closer because they don’t have an airtime fairness mechanism. 
 
In comparison to not using DAS, it's quite easy to achieve a 10X 
speed boost when using it.  It's far-and-away the most important 
feature in Wi-Fi for increasing throughput in a multi-PHY client 
environment.  DAS doesn't slow any clients down, but rather gives 
each client the appropriate bandwidth based on its instantaneous 
data rate relative to all other clients in the channel.  Xirrus doesn't 
support airtime fairness, but almost every other vendor in the 
enterprise market does.  Why?  What if the clients that are using 
different PHYs are all in the same physical area?  Whoever wrote 
Xirrus's response doesn't seem to know much about RF mechanics 
or the 802.11 protocol. 
 
This is very easy to demo in fact, and they are quite wrong when 
they say, "There is no way around this." (which shows how little they 
understand about how Wi-Fi works).  In THEIR system the presence 
of an 11b or 11g client will slow the 11n client, but not in our 
system.  That's the whole point of DAS.  You can find information 
explaining the exact details of how it works, along with test results 
that prove it here.  It's quite easy to provide similar results from 
some of our other competitors who have the same features (Meru, 
Aruba, etc) who have similar reports of how this works and why it's 
important.  Xirrus's statement that "providing more active radios for 
the clients to communicate over will always prove to provide better 
performance" is WAY off base.   
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That would only be true in a world where you had either: 1) one 
client per radio, or 2) every client on every radio is connected at 
the exact same data rate.  Other than those two scenarios, DAS 
(aka ATF) is needed on every radio for rate optimization of each 
client so that every client gets the appropriate amount of 
throughput for its particular data rate at any given point in time.  
Perhaps Xirrus should assign an engineer to answer these emails 
instead of a marketing or sales person. 
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9. Diagnostic Tools - Aerohive's diagnostic tool set is unsurpassed in the 
industry. No other vendor even comes close. 
 

Xirrus: Xirrus has very good tools as well, including built in packet capture 
(wired and wireless), performance testing (iPerf), ping/traceroute, 
spectrum analyzer, netflow, diagnostics logs, syslogs, radio to radio self 
tests, etc. 

 
Aerohive: Aerohive has all of the ones mentioned by Xirrus (e.g. 
integrated wired/wireless packet capture, iPerf server & client, 
ping/traceroute, etc), plus many more, but it’s noteworthy that 
Xirrus doesn’t have a spectrum analyzer (but rather a Netstumbler-
like application) as mentioned in #4 above.  Aerohive APs can even 
send packets to external protocol analyzers like Wireshark for wired 
and wireless analysis in real-time over LAN, WAN, or WLAN links, 
turning Aerohive APs into remote diagnostic sensors.  Aerohive has 
many diagnostic tools that Xirrus doesn’t have, such as client 
monitor and VLAN probe (extremely important), SSH client and 
proxy, and much more (some of which are shown below). 
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10. Client Health Scoring - In a nutshell, this is a mechanism unique to Aerohive 
whereby we can look at each individual client's health score (and now AP as 
well) on a green/yellow/red basis and then let you drill into its problems (if it has 
any). We can look at the entire network in aggregate as well. This means that the 
network administrator/manager doesn't have to be a rocket scientist to 
understand when there's a problem, where the problem is, and what to do 
about it. The system itself acts proactively to fix problems, and the administrator 
must only get involved when the system cannot fix itself. 
http://www2.aerohive.com/SB-client-health 
 

Xirrus: Xirrus supports client health scoring in the XMS, and is adding 
more advanced functionality in the upcoming ArrayOS 5.1 release (July 
2011). Comprehensive information (traffic stats, error stats, signal, 
location, security, activity logs) are available for each client on the 
network. Aggregate information is available for the entire network for 
immediate feedback on activity, volume, and overall status. 

 
Aerohive: The client health scoring functionality in XMS isn’t on the 
same level with what’s found in Aerohive’s HiveManager, and 
unless there are significant improvements in the upcoming ArrayOS 
5.1 and XMS 5.1, their claims are just all talk.  Aerohive’s client 
health scoring functionality allow a stop-light like high-level 
overview of the network on a client-by-client basis with a detailed 
L2-L7 drill-down when there’s a problem. 
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11. Aerohive has a global Wi-Fi partnership with Apple, whereby Apple sells 
Aerohive's Wi-Fi infrastructure and has unlimited support and feature access. 
This is unique to Aerohive, and something that Xirrus, Cisco, Aruba, or no other 
Wi-Fi infrastructure vendor can claim. The number of Apple-specific features in 
the pipeline (due specifically to Apple SE requests) is staggering. 
 

Xirrus: Xirrus has worked with Apple for years, both on the technology 
and sales side. We have done extensive interoperability testing with Apple 
products and have worked them interactively to improve Wi-Fi client 
performance on their products. Xirrus has nearly 300 Apple products of all 
types in our quality assurance and interoperability test labs. In addition, 
we automatically detect Apple clients as they connect to the Wi-Fi 
network and have implemented a number of Apple-specific features and 
performance enhancements to the product over the course of the last 5 
years.  The Xirrus team has a strong relationship with Apple in the 
Benelux. 

 
Aerohive: Xirrus isn’t scheduled to have OS detection until OS 5.1 
(July 2011), so they can’t automatically detect them as they state.  
What they’ve done in the past is irrelevant, but what they do about 
the forthcoming iEverything explosion matters quite a lot.  Apple 
has partnered with Aerohive in North America, Canada, EMEA, and 
ANZA (Australia & NZ) to promote and sell our solution through its 
Professional Services division and is working with us to incorporate 
enhancements aligned with their roadmap and to align our 
ecosystem with theirs, and extensive feature development and 
compatibility testing in underway. 


